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SERMON  IV. 

ON  THE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  NRW  TESTAMENT. 

BY  W.  1.  REESE. 

“And  the  word  of  God  increased,  and  the  number  of  the  disciples  multiplied 
iu  Jerusalem  greatly  ;  and  a  great  company  of  the  priests  became  obedient  to 
the  faith.”— Acts,  vi.  7. 

The  time,  fixed  upon  by  all  Christian  antiquity,  as  the  peri¬ 
od  in  which  the  Messiah  was  manifested  to  the  people  of  Judea, 
according  to  the  predictions  of  the  prophets,  was  in  the  reign  of 
Tiberius,  the  Roman  emperor.  And  that  a  person  bearing  the 
description  given  to  Clirist  in  the  gospel  history  appeared  in  Ju¬ 
dea,  in  that  reign,  and  while  Pontius  “  Pilate  was  governor  of 
Judea,  no  Jewish,  Christian  or  heathen  writer,  ever  pretended 
to  deny.  On  the  contrary  there  is  an  unanimous  avowal  of  the 
fact,  by  all  who  have  treated  on  the  events  of  that  period.” 

It  would  certainly  be  idle  to  suppose  that  the  governor  of  a 
country  should  keep  no  records  of  remarkable  events  which 
occurred  during  his  government,  and  especially  of  a  man  be¬ 
longing  to  a  people  who  furnished  many  historians,  as  Pilate 
did  ;  accordingly  it  would  be  natural  to  expect,  that  some  me¬ 
morials  of  Christ’s  accusation  and  crucifixion  would  be  preserv¬ 
ed  by  him,  which  wc  find  was  actually  the  case.  Eusebius 
saj «,  “  Our  Saviour’s  resurrection  being  much  talked  of  thro’- 
out  Palestine,  Pilate  gave  information  of  it  to  the  Emperor,  and 
also  of  the  miracles  of  which  he  had  heard ;  and,  that  being 
raised  up  after  his  death,  he  was  already  by  many,  believed  to 
be  a  God.”*  Justin  Martyr  who  flourished  in  the  year  150,^ 
and  Turtullian  in  200,  refer  to  public  documents  of  the  same 
nature,  in  their  apologies  for  Christianity.  Justin,  in  his  first 
apology  for  the  Christians,  presented  to  the  emperor  Antonius 
Pius,  and  the  Roman  senate  about  the  year  140,  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  crucifixion  of  Jesus  and  some  of  its  attendant  cir¬ 
cumstances,  adds ;  that  those  things  were  done,  you  may  know 
from  the  acts  made  in  the  time  of  Pontius  Pilate  ;  and  in  a  sub¬ 
sequent  part  of  the  same  apology,  a  similar  appeal  is  made  to 
these  acts. 

“  That  such  acts  of  Pilate  then  subsisted  and  were  known  to 
th6  Roman  people,  must  be  admitted  from  the  language  used  by 
these  apologists  ;  and  the  effrontery  of  these  writers,  if  no  such 
acts  did  then  exist,  can  only  be  equalled  by  that  which  dares 
call  in  question  their  sincerity  :  For  who  could  make  such  ap- 
Iieals  to  the  very  persons  who  possessed  those  public  documente, 
as  Justin  and  Tertullian  did,  if  no  such  acts  had  ever  existed. 

“  But  the  matter  does  not  rest  here;  besides  the  well  known 
testimony  of  Pliny,  we  possess  that  of  Tacitus  and  Suetonius, 
the  Roman  historians :  Aud  as  in  the  estimation  of  unbelievers, 
any  men  are  honest  if  they  be  not  Christians,  the  evidence  of 
Pagan  writers  of  the  first  rank  must  receive  approbation.  Sue¬ 
tonius,  in  his  description  of  the  reigns  of  Claudius  and  Nero, 
tells  us  :  Claudius  Cesar  expelled  Jews  from  Rome  because 
they  raised  continual  tumults  at  the  instigation  of  Christ ;  and, 
that  under  Nero,  the  Christians,  addicted  to  a  new  superstition, 
were  severely  punished.”  Now  as  the  persecution  by  Nero  in 
the  year  65  was  only  about  thirty  years  after  the  crucifixion, 


there  was  no  great  time  for  frauds  or  fancies  of  any  kind  to  ob¬ 
tain  credit.  Aioreover,  Tacitus  in  his  description  of  the  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Nero’s  reign,  says  :  “  The  author  of  that  denomination 
was  Clnist,  who  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  was  punished  with 
death,  as  a  criminal  by  the  Procurator  Pontius  Pilate.” 

Pliny  the  younger,  in  his  letters  to  Trajan,  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  second  century,  thus  desciibe^  the  Christians: 
“  They  affirm,  that  the  whole  of  their  fault  or  error  lay  in  this, 
that  they  were  wont  to  meet  together,  on  a  stated  day,  before  it 
iwas  light,  and  sing,  among  themselves,  a  hymn  to  Christ  as  a 
god  ;  and  bind  themselves  by  an  oath,  not  to  commit  any  wick¬ 
edness.  When  these  things  were  performed,  it  was  their  cus¬ 
tom  to  separate,  and  then  come  together  again,  to  a  meal,  which 
they  eat  in  common  Avithout  any  disorder.”  Such  is  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Roman  historians,  and  it  is  farther  confirmed  by  Jo¬ 
sephus,*  in  his  antiquities.  Book  18,  Chap.  3,  Sec.  3.  From 
Pliny  we  learn  also,  that,  about  this  time,  the  beginning  of  the 
second  century,  the  Christian  faith  had  made  such  progress, 
in  several  parts  of  the  Roman  Empire,  that  the  temples  of  the 
gods  were  almost  desolate.” 

Jeivish  and  Pagan  authors  agree  in  their  accounts  of  the  prin¬ 
ces  and  governors  noticed  in  the  New  Testament, — Josephus 
and  others,  mention  Herod,  Archelaus,  Pontius  Pilate,  Philip, 
and  several  more  whose  names  are  found  iu  the  Neiv  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  generally  coincide  in  the  circumstances,  offices,  and 
characters  of  those  men,  v.xth  the  evangelical  historians ;  and 
the  same  agreement  is  seen  in  the  evangelists,  and  other  writ¬ 
ers  of  those  times,  concerning  the  various  “  sec/a,  morals  and 
customs  of  the  Jews.^^ 

Now  as  there  could  have  been  no  design  in  those  writers  to 
favor  the  Christian  cause,  or  strengthen  their  scriptures,  but 
from  their  views  and  purposes,  the  very  reverse  of  this,  their 
testimony,  which  by  the  way  in  this  instance,  is  altogether  ac- 
cidental,  cannot  but  receive  the  credit  which  is  due  to  it 

Besides  we  have  the  testimony  of  those  persons  who  lived 
but  a  little  after  the  apostles,  and  who  wrote  expressly  against 
Christianity  ;  but  they  never  denied  the  genuineness  and  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  Evangelical  and  Epistolary  writings,  Celsus, 
Lucian,  and  Porphyry,  in  their  attempts  to  ridicule  and  over¬ 
throw  the  system  of  doctrine  established  by  Christ  and  his  apos¬ 
tles  Jiave  reared  a  resistless  monument  in  favor  of  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  the  Naw  Testament  scriptures.  F ar  from  denying  them, 
they  even  acknoAvledged  and  called  the  writerl  by  name  ;  and 
went  so  far  as  to  confess,  that  there  were  many  temperate,  mod¬ 
est  and  intelligent  persons  among  the  followers  of  Christ.  Lu¬ 
cian  has  borne  testimony  to  the  principal  facts  and  doctrines” 
contained  in  the  New  Testament,  and  also  established  in  the 
upright  characters  of  the  believers  and  defenders  of  them.  In 
addition  to  this  the  philosopher  Epictetus,  in  the  year  109,  re¬ 
fers  to  the  fortitude  and  constancy  with  w'hich  the  Christians 
endured  the  persecutions  to  which  they  w'ere  subject  The 
same  is  confirmed  by  the  emperor  Marcus  Antonius,  in  161, 
and  by  Galen  in  200.  f 

We  must  therefore  admit  as  indisputable  facts,  that  there 
was  such  a  person  as  Jesus  Christ,  who  founded  a  sect  called 
by  his  name,  and  who  was  crucified  at  Jerusalem  under  Pon¬ 
tius  Pilate  ;  that  his  followers  increased  greatly  after  his  death, 
and  endured  the  most  severe  persecution,  on  account  of  their  ad- 
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herence  to  his  religion  \  for  these  facts  are  supported  by  the  tes¬ 
timonies  of  disinterested  witnesses,  such  as  Josephns,  Suetoni¬ 
us,  Tacitus  and  Pliny.  We  must  equally  admit  that  the  his¬ 
torical  books  of  the  New  Testament,  which  contain  the  bistoiy 
of  ttie  life  of  Christ,  and  of  the  propagation  of  his  religion  in  the 
world,  are  authentic  records,  seeing  they  have  always  been  so 
considered  both  by  the  friends  and  the  enemies  of  Christianity. 
This  appears  from  the  treatise  of  Celsus,  an  Epicurean  philoso¬ 
pher,  which  he  wrote  against  Christianity,  and  which  was  al¬ 
most  wholly  transcribed  by  Origen,  in  his  reply — from  that  of 
Julian,  a  considerable  part  of  which  is  preserved  by  Cyril,  in 
his  answer — and  also  from  that  of  Porphyry,  large  extracts  from 
-which  were  made  by  Eusebius.  These  facts  cannot  be  dispu¬ 
ted,  except  on  such  principles  as  destroy  all  human  testimony, 
and  invalidate  the  most  certain  records  of  ancient  history'.”* 

Now  we  are  persuaded  from  the  most  indubitable  argument, 
that  the  law  of  Moses  was  given  to  the  Jews  alone,  to  be  ob¬ 
served  by  them  ;  and  we  positively  know,  that  there  are  ex¬ 
pressions  or  predictions  in  the  books  of  the  prophets,  which  im¬ 
ply  the  promulgation  of  the  doctrine,  which  was  to  be  introdu¬ 
ced  by  the  Messiah,  among  the  Gentile  nations,  as  well  as 
among  the  Jews ;  and  we  are  assured  by  the  evidence  of  the 
most  unexceptionable  witnesses,  that  this  was  done  in  the  first 
century.  The  truth  of  both  Testaments  can  alone  account  for 
this  fact,  which  bears  its  reciprocal  testimony  back  to  the  truth 
■of  revelation. 

These  arguments  clear  the  way  to  the  bold  and  undisguised 
language  of  our  text — “  and  the  word  of  God  increased ;  and  the 
number  of  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem  greatly  ;  and  a 
^reat  company  of  the  priests  became  obedient  to  the  faith.”  The 
utmost  confidence  in  the  truth  of  what  is  here  asserted,  and  a 
consciousness  of  strict  and  unspotted  integrity,  must  have  been 
possessed  by  the  writer  of  this  dec.^.'ation.  The  place  at  which 
the  Saviour  appeared  was  JerusaUnh—there  he  made  his  first  in¬ 
troduction,  and  received  baptism  by  John,  whose  death  at  the 
Instigation  of  Herod,  Josephus  distinctly  mentions.  Antiquities, 
hook  18,  chap.  5,  sec.  2.  At  Jerusalem,  or  within  the  land  of 
Judea,  he  performed  all  his  preaching  and  miracles.  By  the 
court  of  Israel  he  was  condemned  to  the  cross,  and  at  Jerusa- 
lent  he  was  crucified.  A  watch  of  the  Jeu-s’  own  appointing  was 
set  to  guard  the  sepulchre  in  which  the  body  of  Jesus  was  de¬ 
posited.  At  Jerusalem  his  resurrection  was  first  proclaimed, 
and  there  too,  he  appeared  to  his  disciples.  The  whole  was 
done  in  the  very  presence  of  the  bitterest  enemies  and  the  hot¬ 
test  opposers  of  Christ  and  his  cause.  At  Jerusalem  the  apos¬ 
tles  were  commanded  to  remain  for  a  season,  till  they  should  re¬ 
ceive  power  from  on  high.  There  they  accordingly  remained, 
and  there  they  were  illuminated  in  an  extraordinary  manner ; 
and  there  too  they  proclaimed  ^salvation  to  both  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles,  “  and  the  number  oj  the  disciples  multiplied  in  Jerusalem 
greatly V  Does  this  look  like  imposture  ?  Every  impostor 
took  a  course  entirely  different  from  this.  Each  pretender  to 
the  Messiahship  courted  and  flattered  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews, 
and  professed  to  perform  what  the  Jews  looked  for.  viz  :  their 
tertporal  deliverance,  or  freedom  from  the  Roman  yoke.  And 
instead  of  manifesting  a  conscious  and  honest  independence,  as 
did  the  true  Christ,  they  appeared  in  obscure  places,  and  remote 
from  Jerusalem.  Such  pretenders,  as  was  to  be  expected,  in¬ 
spired  their  deluded  followers  with  a  thirst  for  blood  and  slaugh¬ 
ter,  and  excited  them  to  prepare  for  war.  All  this  the  Jews,  in 
their  degraded  state,  looked  for. 

On  the  contrary.  Christ  came  boldly  to  Jerusalem,  the  seat 
and  centre,  of  depravity  and  opposition,  and  set  up  a  system  of 
doctrine  in  all  points  repugnant  to  the  expectations  of  the  Jews, 
and  diametrically  opposed  to  what  they  regarded  as  their  high¬ 
est  interest.  He  was  spurned  and  reviled,  but  “  he  reviled  not 
again.”  He  taught  “peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men,” 
instead  of  the  sanguinary  doctrine  of  carnage,  death  and  des- ! 
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traction,  to  gratify  the  revenge,  and  satiate  the  polluted  appe¬ 
tites  of  his  countrymen. 

It  is  true,  the  false  Messiahs  met  the  same  fate  that  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  did,  for  the^  were  generally  put  to  death  ;  and 
here  their  doctrines  and  influence  as  generally  terminated,  al¬ 
though  it  was  often  proclaimed,  by  their  disciples,  that  they 
had  arisen  from  the  dead.  But  where  is  there  now,  a  sect  bn 
earth,  except  the  Mahometans,  that  have  been  deceived  by 
any  such  pretenders,  unless  indeed  the  Christians  are  also  de¬ 
luded,  which  would  be  a  supposition  utterly  incapable  of 
proof.  Now  all  the  arts  and  frauds  were  used  which  it  was 
possible  to  invent  to  raise  and  continue  the  credit  of  these 
false  Christs.  Pompous  and  imposing  titles  were  assumed 
by  them,  and  the  most  culpable  extravagance  was  practiced, 
and  the  greatest  nrosperity  was  promised  to  the  Jews.  Less 
than  two  hundred  years  ago,  that  is,  in  1666,  the  Jews  were 
imposed  upon  by  one  of  these  false  prophets,  who,  by  his  har¬ 
binger,  was  called  “the  king  our  king,  lord  of  lords,  who 
gathers  the  dispersed  of  Israel,  who  redeems  our  captivity, 
the  man  elevated  to  the  height  of  all  sublimity,  the  blessiahs 
of  the  God  of  Jacob,  the  celestial  Lion.”  His  fame  spread 
throughout  all  Turkey  ;  and  somo  of  the  Jews  fasted  so  long, 
that  they  were  famished  to  death  ;  others  buried  themselves 
in  the  earth  till  their  limbs  became  nearly  useless;  some 
would  endure  melting  wax  dropped  on  their  flesh,  and  others 
tortured  themselves  in  various  ways.  “Four  hundred  men 
and  women  prophesied  of  his  growing  kingdom  ;  and  young 
infants,  who  could  hardly  spe^,  would  plainly  pronounce  the 
name  of  this  impostor,  it  is  said,  and  call  him  tlie  Messiah, 
and  son  of  God.  The  people  fora  time  appeared  to  be  pos¬ 
sessed,  and  fell  into  strange  ecstacies  ;  and  voices  were  said 
to  be  heard  from  their  bowels.  Some  fell  into  trances,  and 
foaming  at  the  mouth,  would  recount  their  future  prosperity, 
and  their  vbions  of  the  Lion  of  Judah.”  In  the  mean  time 
this  intruder  forbid  prayers  being  made  for  the  Grand  Seign¬ 
ior,  and  appointed  them  for  himself.  At  length  the  Grand 
Seignior  required  a  miracle  of  this  christ,  which,  if  he  did 
not  comply  with  he  should  turn  Turk.  Whereupon  rather 
than  haz.ird  the  miracle,  he  gave  up  his  pretensions,  and 
turned  Turk  to  the  great  confusion  and  consternation  of  his 
followers.  Tlius  ended  those  expected  glories  of  Israel. 

There  were  about  twenty  impostors  kilted  before  this  time, 
who  made  similar  pretensions  ;  but  their  death,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  their  pomp  and  noise,'was  the  destruction  of  the 
name  and  prosperity  of  their  cause. 

How  wiilely  dilfercnt,  in  every  particular,  are  the  fate, 
character  and  influence  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ!  And  how 
much  the  reverse  of  such  high-sounding  pretensions,  were 
the  meekness,  humility,*  impartiality  and  condescension,  of 
the  true  Messiah  of  God.  No  noise  and  bustle,  or  any  sus¬ 
picious  circumstances  attended  the  advent,preaching  or  mir¬ 
acles  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Though  ho  spoke  with  the  pow¬ 
er  and  demonstration  of  the  spirit,  and  filled  multitudes  of 
his  hearers  with  admiration  and  faith,  &  wrung  the  unwilling 
concession  from  his  enemies  in  vindication  of  the  reality  of 
his  miracles,  yet  no  event  gave  his  doctrine  so  decisive  an  im¬ 
pulse,  as  his  death,  and  the  consequences  which  followed.— 
Keep  in  mind,  that  every  mere  pretender  lost  his  name  and 
his  tome,  by  his  death;  and  the  murderers  of  Jesus  expected 
to  accomplish  the  same  by  his  crucifixion.  And  owning,  that 
he  had  predicted,  not  only  his  death,  but  also,  that  he  should 
rise  again  the  third  day,  they  adopted  the  precaution  to  place 
a  vigilant  guard  at  the  tomb  of  Joseph  to  prevent  impositioo. 
Now  observe  particularly:  The  disciples  of  Christ  could  have 
no  motive  after  his  death  to  perpetuate  his  doctrine  and  hie- 
mory,  without  the  most  convincing  proof  of  the  resurrection 
of  their  Master;  for  at  his  death  they  all  gave  up  their  faith 
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aod  hope  in  him,  put  on  the  garment  of  melaocholj,  and  re* 
turned  to  their  secular  employments.  His  death  was  unez* 
pected  to  them,  and  hence,  they  did  not  look  for,  or  believe 
in  bis  resurrection.  1  consider  this  a  prime  argument  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  integrity  of  the  apostles.  Could  they  have  been 
persuaded  to  abandon  their  melancholy,  and  their  ordinary 
means  of  subsistence— -could  their  hopes  have  been  rekindled 
and  revived,  and  their  faith  actually  returned  without  a  reali¬ 
ty!  Above  all,  would  they  have  dared  raise  their  voices  in 
tfie  very  ears  of  those  who  crucified  the  Christ,  and  proclaim¬ 
ed  his  resurrection,  if  it  had  not  been  so,  and  they  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  ample  evidence  to  make  it  appear  !  They  knew  that 
such  a  course  would  expose  their  own  lives  to  death,  which 
was  verified  in  the  case  of  Stephen  and  others,  and  finally 
most  of  the  apostles,  if  not  all.  But  they  commenced  their 
preaching  at  the  very  place  where  Christ  was  condemned  as  a 
malefactor,  and  crucified  as  a  criminal,  and  his  murderers  be¬ 
came  their  first  hearers!  Hear  Peter,  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
only  forty  days  after  the  resurrection — “Ye  men  of  Israel, 
bear  these  words:  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  a  man  approved  of  God 
among  you  by  miracles,  and  wonders  and  signs,  which  God 
did  by  him  tn  the  midst  oj  you,  as  ye  yourselves  also  know  :  Him, 
being  delivered  by  the  determinate  counsel  and  foreknow¬ 
ledge  of  God,  ye  have  taken,  and  by  wicked  hands  have  cru¬ 
cified  and  slainj  whom  God  hath  raised  up*’— —‘‘Therefore 
let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know  assuredly,  that  God  hath  made 
that  same  Jesus,  whom  YE  have  crucified,  both  Lord  and 
(’hrist.”  Acts  ii:  22,  23,  36.  And  what  was  the  reply?— 
“Now  when  they  heard  thia, they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts; 
and  said  unto  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  apostles.  Men  and 
brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?”  ver.  37.  Now  they  do  net  pro¬ 
claim  a  triumph  over  all  their  hearers,  but  the  honest  historian 
says  :  They  that  gladly  received  his  word  were  baptised,  and 
the  same  day  there  were  added  to  them  about  three  thousand 
souls,  ver.  41.  On  another  occasion,  and  only  a  few  days 
after.  Peter  is  beard  to  proclaim,  in  the  very  temple  itself,  at 
Jerusalem — “Ye  men  of  Israel,  why  marvel  ye  at  this  P  brwhy 
look  ye  so  earnestly  on  us,  as  though  by  our  own  power  or 
holiness  we  had  made  this  man  to  walk  ?  The  God  of  Abra- 


them  bound  to  Jerusalem,”  and  there  exhibit  them  in  writh* 
ing  tortures  in  the  presence  of  all'  the  citizens — while  unbe¬ 
lievers  would  see  their  own  fate  if  they  should  embrace  Chris¬ 
tianity — the  Sanhedrim  might  examine,  threaten  and  con¬ 
demn  ;  and  forbid  the  apostles  to  preach  in  the  name  of  Je¬ 
sus — It  was  all  to  no  effect  “The  word  of  Ood  increased” 
— the  disciples  were  multiplied  in  Jerusalem,  and  the  apos¬ 
tles  waxed  bolder  in  defence  of  their  cause.  They  were  per¬ 
suaded  of  what  they  had  to  meet  and  suffer  from  the  time  of 
their  first  setting  out  in  the  dangerous  enterprise  of  advoca¬ 
ting  the  truth;  and  from  their  sufferings,  ail  who  yielded  to 
the  tiuth  of  what  the  apostles  taught,  were  equally  aware  of 
a  similar  fate.  But  this  did  not  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel.  It  is  absolutely  incredible  that  people  of  sense  would 
thus  voluntarily  yield  their  lives  a  prey  to  the  persecutions 
and  ravages  of  a  merciless  mob,  without  the  strongest  possi¬ 
ble  FAC  rs,  that  they  were  suffering  in  a  righteous  cause. 
Nor  can  we  give  any  probable  reason,  why  their  numbers 
should  have  been  multiplied,  even  from  among  the  laity,  un¬ 
der  all  these  circumstances,  without  the  most  plain  and  con¬ 
vincing  testimony.  For  they  were  yet  in  Jerusalem,  where 
every  thing  was  acted  in  the  trial,  judgment,  and  tragical 
death  of  Christ — and  they  commenced  their  preaching  but  a 
few  days  after  it  happened,  while  all  the  circumstances  of 
that  event  were  fresh  in  the  memory  of  the  Jews.  So  that  the 
whole  house  of  Israel  must  have  been  fools  and  the  apostles 
knaves,  if  an  error  so  prominent  and  important  could  not  have 
.been  uetectcd  and  refuted.  Indeed  the  meanest  subject  of 
that  degraded  people  could  have  exposed  the  fraud,  and  the 
prejudices  of  the  people,  if  nothing  else  would  have  sanction¬ 
ed  the  exposure.  If  Jesus  had  not  been  dead  when  he  was 
taken  from  the  cross,  the  sagacity  and  vigilance  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  would  have  found  it  out — but  this  has  never  been  con¬ 
tended  for  by  any  Jew;  on  the  contrary,  they  reported,  that 
the  disciples  had  stolen  the  body  while  the  guard  slept.  It 
may  safely  be  presumed,  that  the  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses,  and  others,  concerned  in  the  trial  and  death  of  Jesus, 
were  living,  fifty  or  sixty  days  after  it  happened;  and  any  one 
could  recite  over  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  it,  and  refute  the 


ham,  and  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob,  the  God  of  our  fathers,  heth 
glorified  his  son  Jesus;  whom  YE  delivered  up  and  denied 
him  in  the  presence  of  Pilate,  when  he  was  determined  to  let 
himgo.  But  ye  denied  the  holy  one  and  the  just,  and  desi¬ 
red  a  murderer  to  be  granted  unto  you,  and  killed  the  prince 
of  life,  whom  God  hath  raised  from  the  d^ad,  whereof  we  are 
witnesses.  Actsiii:  12 — 15.  Could  such  pointed  language 
liave  been  used,  and  thrown  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  revilers 
and  murderers  of  Jesus',  if  there  had  l^en  no  foundation  for 
it  ?  and  would  the  apostles  have  exposed  their  lives  to  such 
iminent  danger,  and  actually  suffered  death,  to  defend  a  mere 
trick  of  their  o'vn  fancy  ?  Had  they  been  disposed  to  start  an 
imposture,  instead  of  beginning  at  Jerusalem,  it  is  natural  to 
believe  they  w'ould  have  gone  to  some  remote  and  obscure  cor-i 
ner  of  the  Province  to  accomplish  such  an  object.  But  no 
such  thing  can  possibly  be  maintained,  or  justly  imagined. — 
For  at  the  crucifixion,  the  disciples  all  became  unbelievers, 
and  gave  up  every  hope  in  the  Christ  they  had  followed.  Be- 
«des,  they  had  not,  and  never,  before  his  death,  expected  to 
have  the  views  they  afterwards  defended.  Could  their  deep 
i-ooted  prejudices  be  removed,  and  such  a  revolution  produ¬ 
ced,  without  an  adequate  cause  ? 

Not  only  the  prejudices  of  those  who  had  been  the  follow¬ 
ers  of  Christ,  were  conquered,  but  those  of  thousands  of  others 
even  in  Jerusakm ;  for  there  the  disciples  increased  greatly. — 
The  chief  Priests  and  the  elders  might  threaten,  assault,  and 
beat  the  disciples;  and  Saul  might  persecute  them  even  to 
strange  cities,  and  compel  them  to  blaspheme— he  might  “bring 


assertions  of  a  thousand,  if  the  report  of  the  resurrection  was 
false? 

But,  that  “a  great  company  of  the  priests”  should  ground 
their  prejudices,  give  up  their  interest,  prospects,  influence 
and  fame;  dissolve  their  connexion  with  the  church  of  Israel, 
and  “become  obedient  to  the  faith”  of  Christ,  without  some 
extraordinary  proofs  of  its  truth,  it  would  require  the  essence 
of  credulity  itself  to  believe;  yet  this  is  positively  asserted, 
The  apostles’ arguments  and  miracles  must  have  been  cogent 
and  convincing,  to  have  wrought  such  wonders  in  the  city  of 
Jerusalem. 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  the  Mahometans  can  numberal- 
mostas  many  believers  as  the  Christians  can — and  that  all 
the  world  besides  are  well  convinced  that  Mahomet  was  an 
imposter,  and  therefore  Jesus  may  have  been  an  imposter  also; 

I  would  reply. 

1.  Jesus,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  merely  sowed  the  seed  of 
his  kingdom,  which  did  not  take  effectual  root  till  after  he  was 
cut  offTfrom  the  earth.  At  which  time  a  cloud  of  total  dark¬ 
ness  hung  over  every  thing  that  had  been  done  by  him  ;  and 
the  disciples  gave  up  all  as  lost,  until  he  arose  from  the  dead 
and  showed  bimselt  openly  to  them.  So  that  what  he  had 
personally  said  and  done,  only  benefitted  his  cause  by  bring¬ 
ing  all  things  to  the  remembrance  of  the  disciples,  and  which 
only  could  be  demonstrated  by  his  resurrection.  For  with¬ 
out  this,  all  his  “works  and  laboursof  love,”  would  have  been 
doomed  to  unceasing  oblivion.  When  he  showed  himself  to 
the  astonished,  apd  heart-stricken  disciples,  and  convinced 
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them  that  he  was  the  Christ  who  was  crucified,  the  Ccuits  of 
Uis  doctrine  appeared  in  the  conduct  and  preaching  of  his 
apostles,  who  were  poor  and  dtspised.  Mahomet  commenced 
his  scheme  in  his  own  family,  and  got  his  wife  to  assent  to  his 
plan,  as  also  his  cousin  and  his  servant.  He  next  communi¬ 
cated  his  design  to  Abu  Beer,  a  man  of  great  authority  and 
in^ueuce,  whom  he  gained  over  to  his  side.  This  man  pre¬ 
vailed  on  fire  others  to  unite  with  Mahomet ;  all  principal 
men  of  Mecca,  lie  begun  with  the  rich  and  influential  to  start 
his  plans  and  give  them  credit,  by  which  his  prospects  were 
brightened  and  cheered.  At  first  he  was  moderate,  and  used 
artarul  persuasion  only;  but  when  he  saw,  that  his  forces  were 
sufficiently  increased,  he  took  up  arms  and  subdued  nations 
to  a  profession  ut  his  faith.  Although  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
Christian  cause,  many  professing  its  name  have  been  guilty  of 
the  same  bloody  mode  of  conversion,  they  never  received  the 
aujLiiority  or  sanction  from  its  great  founder,  nor  from  any  of 
its  defenders  in  the  three  first  centuries.  While  Mahomet, 
whose  career  lasted  but  a  little  more  than  20  ^ears,  employed 
two  distinctly  opposite  methods  of  conversion,  the  one  by 
persuasion  arid  peace,  the  other  by  menaces  and  war. 

2,  The  two  respective  periods  in  which  Christ  and  Mahom¬ 
et  made  their  appearance,  are  widely  different;  and  will  ac¬ 
count  for  the  success  of  the  latter. 

The  age  of  the  Messiah  was,  perhaps,  the  most  cultivated 
and  peaceful  age  that  had  existed  for  many  generations  before, 
or  wiiich  has  been.since,  except  the  former.  The  powers  of 
the  human  mind  had  been  cultivated  to  a  great  extent  both  in 
Greece  and  Rome,  which  rendered  them  amply  capable  of  de¬ 
tecting  fraud  and  exposing  imposture.  And  although  the 
Jews  were  frequently  led  a'vay  by  pretenders,  for  a  time,  they 
were  as  often  appreliended  and  punished  by  the  Romans.  No 
age  could  have  been  selected  more  suitable  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Christianity  than  the  first  century  was,  nor  one  better 
calctilated  to  save  it  from  subsequent  reproach  and  infamy. 
“The  Greeks,  in  the  opinion  of  most  writers,  were  at  this  time 
in  possession  of  the  first  rank  among  the  nations  that  cultiva¬ 
ted  letters  and  philosophy’’ — ''The  Romans  also,  at  this  time, 
made  a  shining  figure  among  the  polished  and  learned  nations. 
Ail  tlie sciences  flourished  at  Rome.  The  youth  of  a  higher 
rank  were  early  instructed  in  the  Greek  language  and  elo- 1 
quence.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to  the  study  of  philoso- 
|d)y  and  the  laws  of  their  country;  and  they  flnislied  their  edu¬ 
cation  by  a  voyage  into  Greece,  where  they  not  onl}  gave  the 
last  degree  of  perfection  to  their  philosophical  studies,  but  al¬ 
so  acquired  that  refined  wit  and  elegance  of  taste,  which  serv¬ 
ed  to-set  offtheir  more  solid  attainments  in  the  most  advan¬ 
tageous  manner.”  Indeed  the  Jews  were  more  cultivated  in 
that  age  than  they  had  been  before,  or  have  been  since.  The 
learned  Mosheim  in  his  remarks  on  the  state  of  learning  and 
philosophy  in  the  seventh  century,  in  which  Mahomet  made 
his  appearance,  says  :  "Nothing  can  equal  the  ignorance  and 
darkness  that  reigned  in  this,  century. f  the  mostinxpartial  and 
accurate  accourvt  of  which  will  appear  incredible  to  those  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  productions  of  this  barbarous  age. 
Any  remains  of  learning  that  yet  survived,  were,  a  few  parti¬ 
cular  cases  excepted,, to  be  found  principally  among  the  Lat¬ 
ins,  in  the  obscured  retreats  of  cloistered  monks. 

The  sciences  enjoyed  no  degree  of  protection  at  this  time 
from  kings  and  princes,  nor  did  they  owe  any  thing  to  men  of 
high  and  eminent  stations  in  the  empire.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  schools  which  had  been  committed  to  the  care  and  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  bishops,  whose  ignorance  and' indolence  were  now 
become  enormous,  beua  to  decline  a  pace,  and  in  many  pla¬ 
ces  had  fellen  into  ruins.  The  bishops  in  general  were  so  il¬ 
literate,  that  few  of  that  body  were  capable  of  composing  the 
discources  which  they  delivered  to  the  people.”  Add  to  this  j 
the  various  disseutions,  broils,  discords,  and  persecutions  { 


among  those  who  bore  the  tUle  of  Christian,  and  rendered 
the  very  name  odious  by  their  conduct,  and  the  success  of 
Mahometanism  will  not  surprise  us. 

3.  Innumerable  predictions  are  found  in  the  ancient  pro¬ 
phets  concerning  the  Messiah,  whose  description  was  answer¬ 
ed  by  Christ  and  by  no  other,  to  which  no  impostor  can  have 
any  claims. 

4.  All  respectable  antiquity  agree  in  pronouncing  Christ 
the  true  Messiah  of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  the  same  authority 
pronounces  Mahomet  an  impostor.  All  writings  of  credit 
give  the  same  account  of  the  Arabian  prophet. 

From  the  thirtieth  year  of  Christ,  his  doctrine  has  been  re¬ 
cognised  and  maintained  in  one  form  or  other,  to  the  present 
time — though  often  shockingly  perverted  and  corrupted.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  the  apostles  and  evangelists  lived  after  the  destruction 
of  Jerusuiem,  and  John  till  about  the  beginning  of  the  second 
century.  And  from  that  period  down  to  the  present,  almost 
an  uninterrupted  chain  of  evidence  can  be  collected  in  favour 
of  our  argument,  from  writers  acknowledging  the  Christian 
name  and  cause.  From  Clement,  supposed  to  have  been  the 
companion  and  fellow-labourer  with  Peter  and  Paul,  and  was 
bishop  of  Rome  in  the  year  91.  From  Ignatius,  bishop  of 
Antioch,  in  106.  Prom  Irenaeus,  born  about  130.  From 
Justin  Martyr,  who  flourished  in  140.  From  Athenagoras,  a 
Christian  Philosopher  at  Athens,  who  flourished  in  178  From 
Clement  of  Alexandria,  and  preceptor  of  Origen,wlio  died  in 
220.  From  Origen  about  230.  From  Tertullian  who  died 
about  216.  From  Theophilus,  bishop  of  Antioch  who  flour¬ 
ished  about  180.  From  Cyprian,  bishopof  Carthage,  in  248, 
and  martyred  in  258.  From  Cyril,  bishop  of  Jerusalem,  bom 
315,  and  died  386.  From  Epiphanius,  bishop  of  Salatnis, 
born  320.  From  Eusebius,  bishop  of  Antioch,  who  flourished 
in  331.  .From  Gregory  Nazianzen,  born  328,  and  died  396k 
From  Gregory  Tliaumaturgus,  a  disciple  of  Origen,  and  flour¬ 
ished  in  240.  From  Hilary,  bishop  of  Poictiers,  who  flourislv- 
islied  in  350.  Hippoiitus  in  230.  Gaudentius  in  410  Isa- 
dore  in  431.  Macarius  in  3-10.  Lucifer,  bishop  of  Cagliari, 
in  370.  Basil  the  Great,  bishop  of  Cesarea,  350.  Basil, 
bishop  of  Seleucia,  in  450.  Crysostom,  bishop  of  Alexandria, 
who  died  in  407.  Thus  many  authors  can  be  named  fureve- 
j  ry  century  who  bear  their  unanimous  testimony  to  the  truth 
and  establishment  of  the  Christian  cause;,  from  which,  when 
the  reasons  and  arguments  are  combined  with  the  external 
and  internal  proofs  of  revelation,  the  evidence  is  absolutely 
complete. 


For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

TO  THE  REV.  D.  G.  LANSING,  UTICA. 

Dear  Sir — I  do  not  much  like  the  practice  of  exposing  to 
tlie  public, the  moral,  practical,  or  religious  deformities  of  mr 
brethren,  and  should  never  be  engaged  in  doing  it,  unless  1 
was  firmly  persuaded  the  exposure  would  be  attended  with 
good  consequences. 

Passing  your  church  this  evening,  and  perceiving  it  lighted 
up,  I  stepped  in  to  hear  what  might  be  offered  for  iny  instruc- 
tioD|  and  found  your  reverence  to  be  the  speaker.  I  hoped 
to  hear  something  soothing  and  comforting  to  the  Christian, 
the  sinner,  the  mourning  and  the  desponding  soul.  Butalas! 
though  you  seemed  to  manifest  considerable  feeling  for  the 
churchy  and  expressed rsome  concern  for  sinners  here,  and  ap¬ 
peared  likely  to  retain  that  compassionate  feeling  while  you 
remain  in  a  body  of  sin  and  frailty ,  and  corruption,  yti  marvel¬ 
lous  as  is  the  fact,  you. and  ail  the  finally  sanctified  and  sa¬ 
ved,  will  be  eternally  divested  of  every  feeling  of  mercy,  com¬ 
passion,  tenderness,  sympathy,  love  and  good  will;  in  what  you 
enW  joav  glorified  stale.  You  affirmed  this- evening,  sir, that  the 
groans  and  torments-of  the  damned  would  but  serve  to  show  the 
great  security,  and  tp  heighten  &  increase  the  joys,  the  cxul- 
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Nations,  anil  happiness,  of  the  righteous 
ill  heaven!  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  your 
exact  words,  but  know  I  give  their 
amount.  I  know,  sir,  that  many  clergy¬ 
men  of  your  order  have  ceased  to  pro¬ 
claim  this  relic  of  Genevan  heresy  from 
the  desk,  and  I  hoped  it  was  about  done 
with  in  this  country,  in  this  enlightened 
age.  But  it  still  subsists  in  Utica!  and 
is  preached  by  the  compassionate  Mr-.Lan- 
singy  who  professes  to  believe  in  a  com¬ 
passionate  Ood! ,  But  how  stands  this  mat¬ 
ter  in  point  of  fact  ?  You  nnd  the  church 
profess  to  love  sinners,  aaj  strive  to  save 
them  from  an  endless  hell.  You  describe 
those  who  do  not  come  up  to  the  help  of 
the  Lord  in  this  work,  as  coldy.  indifferent, 
and  unfeeling  wretches,  and  proclaim  aloud 
the  benevolence  of  -soul  with  which  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ  always  inspires  the  true  and 
devoted  Christian.  But  what  are  those 
unfeeling  wretches  whom  you  wantonly 
vilify  and  slander  fiir  not  seconding  your 
leligious  schemes  to  save  sinners  ?  An¬ 
swer. — KT^Theg  are  just  what  you  and  all 
the  sanctified  will  be  when  you  get  to  heav¬ 
en!!  They  are  destitute  of  feeling  in 
this  ungodly  world,  which  is  no  uncommon 
tiling,  and  you  will  be  unfeeling  in  heav¬ 
en!  T/icy  are  indifferent  lookers-on,  but 
do  not  rejoice  or  glory  in  the  miseries  of 
others,  and  you  will  exult,  yes,  exult  in 
the  eternal  groans  and  interminable  wo 
of  the  wretched  millions  of  your  breth¬ 
ren,  whom  here,  in  ihh  degenerate,  fallen, 
tempting, ensnaring,  and  sinful  world,  you, 
benevolent  souls,  sought  to  convert  and 
save!  VVhere  will  be  your  benevolence 
in  heaven?  Where  will  be  the  influence 
of  the  gospel  of  the  Redeemer?  Is  benev¬ 
olence  there  to  change,  and  mercy  prove 
unkind,  and  love  be  turned  to  hatred  ?— 
In  what  will  the  joy  of  angels  consist? 
Now  there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sin¬ 
ner  that  repenteth.  But  then  and  there  the 
high  arches  of  heaven  will  resound  with 
the  Augmented  acclamations,  shouting 
and  joy,  of  angels  and  spirits  made  per¬ 
fect  at  sight  of  the  writhing  agonies  of  eter¬ 
nally  tormented  souls!  Tender  Christian 
mothers,  who,  here,  could  press  their  af 
flicted  infants  to  their  aching,  anxious 
and  throbbing  bosoms,  watch  their  pangs 
and  earthly  pains  with  the  big  tear  of  ten¬ 
derness,  and  an  affectionate  heart  almost 
bursting  with  grief,  spend  restless  d^s 
and  sleepless  nights  willingly  on  their 
account,  yield  them  to  relentless  death 
with  loud  shrieks,  and  deep  and  pungent 
pains  and  sighs,  follow  them  to  their  lit¬ 
tle  graves  weeping  in  the  gloom  of  sack- 
clotn,and  through  life  refuse  to  be  com¬ 
forted,  because  their  children,  the  dear 

aes  of  their  love,  are  not — these  ten- 
iristian  Mothers,  if  they  are  ortho¬ 
dox,  must  all  this  painful  and  weary 
while  contemplate  and  anxiously  look 


I  forward  to  that  happy  period  when  they 
will  behold  these  little  innocents  tossed 
upon  that  ceaseless  ire,  which  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  them  before  they  were  created! 
vVhat  comforts  this  doctrine  contains!— 
These  are  the  blessings  of  Calvinism  ! — 
This  presents  the  chief  source  of  misery 
to  the  human  family,  and  'gives  gait  in¬ 
stead  of  gladness,  wo  instead  of  the  wine 
of  the  kingdom, /ear  instead  of  faith  and 
true  religious  fervor,  and  a  dread  equally 
of  Aeare/i  as  of  the  fancied  hell!  None 
would  choose  to  be  unfeeling  monsters 
here;  and  they  know,  if  their  theory  be 
correct,  they  must  be,  in  heaven,  what 
they  fervently  pray  and  guard  against  on 
earth !  1  apprehend,  sir,  Hi-it  if  an  inquest 
were  made  in  your  own  church  whether 
they  would  be  willing  to  go  to  heaven  on 
these  principles,  and  with  these  fearful 
and  freezing  prospects,  they  would  pre¬ 
fer  going  to  hell  to  share  in  the  sympa¬ 
thies  and  sufferings  of  their  offspring. 

W.  I.  R. 

Utica,  Sept.  2,  1829. 

_  2ri)e  SliangeHcal 

UTICA,  SATURDAY,  SEPT.  12,  1829. 

ANTI DOTeToR  UNIVERSAUS VI. 

Id  our  last  we  remarked  that  Mr.  Stearns 
had,  in  this  publication,  laid  down  premises,  the 
^  fair  deductions  from  which  unavoidably  lead  to 
universal  salvation  ;  and  others  which  as  cer¬ 
tainly  lead  to  universal  damnation.  This  we 
shall  now  make  appear  by  a  few  quotations  from 
his  work,  illustrated  by  some  remarks  of  our 
own. 

In  bis  3d  Chapter  on  “the  demerit  of  sin,**  our 
author  says,  *‘If  sin  be  a  finite  evU,  it  merits  but 
a  limited  punishment.  If  it  bean  infinite  evil, 
it  deserves  an  endless  punishment.  Much  there¬ 
fore,  is  depending  on  a  fair  decision  of  this 
point. 

Agreed,  Mr.  S.  and  if  you  have  proved  the 
infinity  of  sin,  you  have  overthrown  Universal- 
ism;  otherwise  it  is  established  on  so  sure  a  foun¬ 
dation  that  it  can  never  be  demolished.  If  bold 
and  unsupported  assertions  prove  any  thing,  Mr. 
S.  has  proved  sin  to  be  infinite  ;  but  if  not,  his 
atte.npis  to  prove  it  are  a  mere  abortion.  Ilis 
first  argument  (or  wimt  he  would  have  his  read¬ 
ers  consider  as  argument)  to  prove  that  sin  is 
infinite,  is  this,  ^'Sin  it  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
God.  The  law  of  God  is  of  infinite  worth.  It 
secures  an  infinite  good.”  [Onr  ai^lior  forgot 
that  ‘‘what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
WEAK  through  the  flesh”  &c.}  “Sin  being  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law,  aims  at  its  destruction.  Sin 
therefore  is  a  crime  of  infinite  demerit.”  Now 
the  whole  force  of  this  argument  rests  on  the 
supposed  infinity  of  the  law  of  God.  But  this 
he  has  not  and  cannot  prove.  For  if  the  law 
be  infinite,  it  is  equal  to  its  Maker!  which  is 
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I  impouibie.  Strictly  speaking  there  can  be  but 
I  one  Infinite.  God  alone  is  that  One.  All  bis 
works  are  finite.  Therefore  bis  law  is  finite, 
and  adapted  to  finite  being^s,  and  the  criminality 
of  each  transgressor  is  proportionate  to  bis 
knowledge  of  this  law.  Otherwise  there  would 
be  no  distinction  between  crimes— all  would  be 
oTthe  same  magnitude— infiuite  in  degree.  The 
curetting  of  a  sixpence  would  be  as  bad  as  the 
murdering  of  a  man — the  sin  of  ignorance  as 
heinous  as  that  of  the  most  crafty  and  knowing 
villain  !  which  supposition  directly  contradiets 
the  Saviour,  Luke  xii :  47,  48. 

Ilia  second  argument  on  this  Lead  is,  that 
“Sin  is  a  crime  committed  against  God.  It  is 
therefore  a  crime  of  infinite  magnitude;  be¬ 
cause  Its  demerit  must  be  in  exact  proportion  to 
the  dignity  of  the  character  against  whom  it  is 
committed.”  Wonderful !  A  mouse  fights  a- 
gainst  a  lion ;  theiefore  the  mouse  is  as  big  as 
tlie  lion !  A  peasant  undertakes  toconquer  the 
world ;  therefore  the  peasant  is  equal  to  a'l  the 
world  besides ! ! 

His  third  argument  is,  that  “sin  is  infinite  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  direct  opposite  of  holiness.”— 
Here  be  might  as  well  have  proved  the  infinity 
of  any  thing  else,  as  sin.  By  this  rule,  the  pla¬ 
cing  of  any  two  objects  in  opposilion  to  each 
other,  proves  both  to  be  infinite!  This  we  say, 
because  Mr.  S.  can  no  more  prove  holiness 
(wliicb  be  afterwards  defines  to  be  “the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  saints”)  to  be  infinite,  than  he  can  sin. 
Altho’  he  asserlt  that  it  “promotes  an  infiuite 
good,  and  will  be  rewarded  in  the  world  (ocome 
with  endless  happiness,”  be  cannot  prove  it ; 
and  even  if  he  could,  he  must  give  up  the  idea 
of  talvation  by  OR ACK,  maintain  that  it  is  wlioliy 
of  works,  and  deny  that  eternal  life  is  the  gift 
of  Ood,  and  not  of  works.  Atas !  to  what  mise¬ 
rable  shifts  and  subterfugics  do  Calvinists  resort 
in  order  to  ovci  throw  the  truth ! 

In  the  fourth  place  be  argues  the  infinity  of 
sin  “from  the  nature  of  the  curse  threatened  to 
Adam  before  bis  apostacy and  here  we  shall 
find  him  advocating  the  doctrine  of  the  serpent 
in  the  mostopenand  unblusliing  manner,  with¬ 
out  even  the  shadow  of  a  covering  to  hide  it— 

I  not  even  so  much  as  a  ^'•fig-leaf  apron.**  God 
tiireatened  Adam,  saying,  “IN  THE  DAY 
thou  eatest  thereef  them  shall  SURELY  DIE.” 
The  serpent  contradicts  God  and  says,  “ye  shall 
not  surely  die.”  By  a  quotation  from  page  18, 
we  shall  see  with  which  of  the  above  declara¬ 
tions  Mr.  S.  coincides :  He  says — 

“Ttie  veracity  of  God  was  pledged  that  Adam 
should  feel  the  curse  the  very  day  he  should 
transgress.  But  on  that  day  he  sufiered  no  kind 
of  death,  as  a  punishment  for  bis  sin  He  did 
not  die  naturally  ;  and  altho*  he  died  morally, 
this  was  no  punishment — The  punishment  due 
for  his  rebellion  was  the  curse  i^the  divine  law 
which  God  in  the  language  of  stern  justice 
threatened  to  inflict  on  him  without fail.  After 
his  fall  GoJ  appeared  to  him,  not  however  toex- 
ecaic  the  awful  threatening,  but  to  reveal  biiA- 
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«alf  M  the  Failutr  of  merdet.  THE  CURSE  But  suppose  we  admit  the  sufTerings  of  Christ  iy  bad  so  much  trouble  from  various  qearters 
'VAB  DISPENSED  WITH”  [just  as  the ser  for  sin  to  be  iofinite,  (although  we  have  no  be-  it  was  thought  he  would  not  be  able  to  weigh 
P""*  consequence  of  the  atone  jjof  jn  the  doctrine  of  substitution,  or  ticariotu  and  properly  appreciate  the  discussion  in  these 

L-  .  -f  .  !•  •  •  »  f  1  offering)  and  that  they  were  designed  to  re-  letters.  The  public  hare  been  told,  through 

e  in  t  serpen  ,  i  ye  move  an  evil  of  tijual  magnitude,  as  sin  cannot  the  medium  of  a  Presbyterian  paper,  that  Mr. 

on  er  great  a  asting  °  '8*  ^  ,i^  be  more  than  infinite,  it  would  be  removed  by  A.  had  threatened  to  *‘bIow  up  Mr.  Schermer 

Stearns,  *  *  oquent  p  ea  jjj,  ,oflcrings,  and  universal  salvation  would  fol-  horn  (of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church)  sky  high,” 

doctrine  he  first  preac  low,  of  course,  for  Mr.  8.  quotes,  “The  Lord  because  the  latter  gentleman  could  not  appro- 

must  congratulate  hunself  on  the  fact  that  so  ma.  ^  .  U  .  -.1.  II  •.  .  , 

.  ®  „  ,  . .  u  j  •  j  w-  .w-  CD  him  tho  iniquity  of  us  all so  that,  bate  Finneyism  with  all  its  extravagances ;  and 

ny  modern  Eves  ute  found  to  be  deceived  by  the  ...  .  ,  r  n  .u  .  r  i.  _.i  .  t  l  ^  f 

^  fol  iwul  which  way  be  will,  univcrsalism  follows  that  for  eighteen  months  past  he  has  done  bis 

same  specious  se  .  close  on  the  heels  of  our  author.  best  to  put  his  threat  in  execution.  And  what 

Unlike  other  Calvinists,  Mr  S.  contends  tha*  regard  to  the  infinity  of  sin,  we  observe  it  is  worse  than  all  this  for  poor  Mr.  A.  bis  dcvo- 
neither  natural  nor  moral  death  w.ere  included  entirely  unsupported  and  insupportablc,either  tion  to  Mr.  Finney  was  such,  (or  else  he  did  it 
in  the  penalty  threatened  to  Adam— -that  penal-  j,y  scripture  or  reason.  Can  the  creature  equal  for  tlie  sake  of  “bravo”)  that  he  invited  him  to 
fy  was  nothing  but  e/frnof  damnnlionf  What  {^e  Creator?  Can  a  weak  finite  worm  commit  preach  in  his  church  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  in 
a  pity  that  he  could  not  have  given  us  some  an-  infinite  act.^  Can  a  stream  rise  higher  than  August— when,  alas !  eight  or  ten  of  his  princi- 

thority  to  prove  that  eternal  damnation  was  cm-  fountain  ?  Impossible.  Hence,  as  sin  is  fi-  pal  supporters  quit  his  church  and  society,  tant- 

braced  in  that  penalty!  And  wliat  a  pity  (for  him  universal  salvation,  by  Mr.  S.’s  own  premi-  ceremonie,  and  immediately  advertize  their  jietcs 

and  his  struggling  system)  that  Mr.  8.  could  not  proved  true.  ^®ry  reduced  prices  !  It  is  hoped  that 

have  been  in  the  garden  at  that  time,  just  to  proceed  to  show  that  Mr.  S.  he  will  have  recovered  the  smooth  tenor  of  his 

dictate  to  his  Maker  what  language  should  be  proved  universal  damnation  as  well  as  uni-  mind  by  the  time  our  next  number  is  issued,  sc 
used  in  the  threatening— He  might  perhaps  have  jjg  maintains  throughout  his  <ar.at  least  that  it  will  be  safe  to  resume  the 

slipped  io  the  phrase  “endless  damnation”  into  book,  that  Adam,  and  indeed  all  mankind,  de>  publication  of  these  letters,  and  to  continue  them 
the  penalty,  which  the  Creator  unfortunately  gujfogg  damnation.  He  says,  p.  45,  tliat  in  future,  without  much  interruption,  till  Lis 
forgot!  Not  one  word  is  said  about  hell,  or  end-  eygn  “Mints,  on  law  principles,  chas-  conversion  shall  be  efiected. 

less  misery  ;  about  the  infinity  of  sin,  or  eternal  ^nd  even  endless  punUhment."  On 


penalties.  We  shall  therefore  be  under  the  ne* 
ressity,  if  we  adlmre  to  the  Bible,  of  takiog  sides  "rsV.  God  wdl  reward  thrrrghteous  accor- 
with  God.  against  both  Mr.  S.  and  the  serpent,  . 

and  of  believing  that  Adam  did  die  the  very  d,,,rve  endtess  punuhment,)  and  he  will  punish 

death  that  was  threatened,  and  that  too  on  the  according  to  their  crimes.  Should  ‘®  ™08‘. >•«  of  our  read.' 

very  day  he  traD*gresscd.  He  became  “dead  in  ^  ,jj  ers.  Thejr  will  bear  related  and  attentive  pe* 

trespasses  and  sins”-he  became  carnally  mind-  be  unjust.  This  act  of  injustice  would  destroy  The  subject  «  important ;  aud  though 

od,  and  “to  be  carnally  minded  IS  desth.”-  character,  for  he  would  be  an  unjust  '’®  “ 

“(he  wages  of  sin  is  death.”  unrighteous  being.  But  the  scriptures  in-  y®‘ "  ‘’®“®’'®^  " 

Oar  author’s  last  argument  on  this  subject,  form  us  that  he  will  deal  with  men  exactly  ac-  ''^P^rtant  and  valuable  matter,  and  proof 
is,  that  sin  must  be  inlioite  because  it  required  cording  to  the  doctrine  hero  staled.  ‘Who  will  of  Christianity,  is  embo- 

an  infinite  alonn^cnt  to  remove  it.  He  says,  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds.’”  ^'®‘^ ‘**®s®  ^"‘oourses,  as  it  was  possible  to 
p.  20,  “I  shall  therefore  proceed  to  establish  the  Hence,  as  all  mankind  deserve  endless  punish  ®  compass, 

infinite  dignity  of  the  character  of  CTirist,  on  ment,  according  to  our  author,  and  God  will  These  four  sermOTs  will  be  published  in  the 
which  the  icho/e/orce  of  (he  argument  depends.S  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works,  ®°"”®  ’^®®*'’ '“  P®'”P’‘lot  form,  in  order 

tie  then  devotes  nine  pages  to  the  proof  of  the  universal  endless  damnation  must  be  the  portion  8've  them  a  more  wide  and  general  circula- 
absolute  Deity  of  Christ;  that  is,  to  prove  that  of  the  whole  human  family,  not  excepting  even  g®"'  Jig®  P“'"P‘**®*  forty 

the  Son  is  as  oW  as  the  Father — that  the  Oift  our  pious  author !  Alas  for  poor  humanity  !  Mr.  • 

is  the  Oirer— that  the  anointed  is  the  anointer—  S.  bad  better  be  pretty  friendly  to  Uoiversalists  Chenango  Association.— We  bad  the  happi- 
that  the  supplicant  is  ttm  one  supplicated,  Ac.  here,  seeing  he  has  got  to  spend  an  eternity  with  ness  of  attending  (his  Association  at  South  New 
by  quoting  the  hackneyed  texts  which  them  in  hell.  Berlin  the  last  week  in  August,  and  we  can  tru- 

Trinitarians  generally  quote — and  (ben  alas!  This  wonderful  work  has  so  many  beauties,  ly  say  it  was  to  us,  and  appeared  to  be  to  all 
“with  one  fell  swoop”  dashes  the  whole  of  his  we  must  reserve  some  of  them  for  a  future  num-  present,  truly  a  season  of  “refreshing  from  the 
aigrumeot  to  the  ground  by  saying,  p.  2«  “GOD  ber.  presence  of  (ho  Lord.”  The  congrcgalion  of 

DID  NOT  SUFFER!”  A»iho  he  says  “the  —  brethren  and  sisters  that  met  was  overflowingly 

j»mo»  of  Christ  rfid  suffer,  and  the  infinite  dig.  To  Readers  and  Correspondents.— ^r.  R.  forge.  Nine  ministering  brethren  (besides  our 
«ity  of  his  person  hat  stamped  his  sufferings  with  Streeter’s  sermon  shall  appear  in  our  next.  We  venerable  Br.  Babcock,  formerly  of  the  Baptist- 
infioite  worth.”  yet  every  discerning  mind  can  perhaps  owe  him  an  apology  for  so  long  a  delay,  persuasion)  were  present,  together  with  a  laige 
see  that  this  declaration  amounts  to  just  aothiog  The  onlymne  we  cao  offer  is  that  having  com-  n„mber  of  delegates  from  societies ;  and  unin^ 
at  all:  for  so  long  as  he  declares  “G«/  did  not  meoced  with  (be  series  of  Br.  Reese’s  sermons,  terrupted  harmony  and  joy  seemed  (o  pervade 
suffer,”  as  He  alone  is  infioite,  an  infinite  suf-  we  deemed  it  improper  to  suspend  (hem  till  the  the  whole.  One  thing  alone  seelned  to  bo  wan- 
fering  was  not  endured,  and  of  course  he  has  no  four  were  published,  and  we  could  not  find  room  ting  to  make  our  joy  full— Several  more  minis- 
grester  atonement  tbqn  the  Arian  or  Socinian.  for  more  than  one  in  a  number.  ters  were  wanted  to  supply  the  waste  places  of 

And  hence,  measuring  the  magnitude  of  tin  by  The  letters  to  Mr.  Aikin  have  been  suspen-  Zion  in  this  region;  and  the  Macedonian  ciy, 
the  degree  of  suffering  on  its  account,  sin  is  but  ded  for  several  weeks  past  for  two  reasons— 1.  »coine  over  and  help  us,”  was  urged  upon  the 
»£oite  evil  by  bis  own  showing :  of  course  it  An  unusual  quantity  of  other  matter  was  wait-  Association  beyond  its  means  of  answering  (be 
AMerves  “bat  a  limited  punishmeDt.”  jng  for  admission.  And  2.  Mr.  Aikin  has  late-  demand.  It  is  sincerelv  to  be  desired  that  inor» 


pp.  56  and  57,  he  says,  “As  the  governor  of  the 
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laborers  may  he  raised  up  bc'e,  or  come  from 
other  parts,  to  preach  the  word  amoog  this  peo¬ 
ple.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  the  minutes 
of  this  association  lo  our  neat. 

[The  follow  ini(  extract  of  a  letter  to  the  edit¬ 
or  should,  in  justice  to  the  writer,  have  appear¬ 
ed  several  weeks  ago.  It  was  accidentally 
mislaid,  and  amidst  a  multitude  of  cares  and  la- 
t>ors  tse  long  overlooked  and  neglected  it.  We 
asic  pardon  of  the  esteemed  author,  and  promise 
him  more  punctual  attention  in  future.] 

Montrose,  Pa.  May,  1829. 

*  *  *  •  We  have  aot  yet  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  preacher,  and  what  is  worse, 
have  not  the  least  prospect  of  procuring 
one.  I  have  written  to  our  eastern  breth* 
ren,  but  have  received  very  disheartening 
returns.  Br.  Russell  informs  me  that 
there  are  some  young  preachers  about,  but 
they  cannot  be  driven  “  a  stone’s  throw 
from  mother’s  buttery,  unless  there  is  an 
opening  in  some  splendid  town  or  city.” 
1  am  afraid  there  is  too  much  truth  in  this 
remark.  I  have  long  been  of  the  opinion, 
and  am  still,  that  our  conventions  and  as¬ 
sociations  are  not  sulhciently,  critical  and 
careful  to  investigate  the  pretensions  of 
young  men,  who  apply  to  them  for  minis¬ 
terial  credentials.  It  was  charged  upon 
the  ancients,  that  they  heaped  up  to  them¬ 
selves  teachers  having  itching  ears,  that  is 
for  a  loud  call  and  fat  sallary,  I  suppose ;  j 
and  is  there  not  reason  to  apprehend  mod¬ 
erns  are  fast  falling  into  the  same  delu¬ 
sion  ? 

There  may  possibly  be  a  Timothy  or  Ti¬ 
tus  in  your  section  of  country,  who  could 
be  induced  to  come  among  us,  to  ‘’repair 
our  waste  places  and  again  build  up  Zion.” 
(  wish  you  would  cast  about  you,  and  see 
if  there  be  not  some  one  to  “  come  over 
and  help  us.”  We  don’t  want  a  hireling, 
nor  priest,  nor  corseted  coxcomb  ;  but  we 
want  a  plain,  exemplary,  intelligent  and 
religious  preacher,  whose  life  shall  be  the 
best  commentary  on  his  doctrine.  I  can¬ 
not  think  of  yielding  the  point,  and  saying 
that  none  such  can  be  had,  and  patiently 
see  a  work  that  has  been  well  begun  and 
for  some  time  gloriously  prosperous  thro’ 
this  region,  come  to  nought.  The  field 
here  is  large  and  ample,  the  brethren 
hearty  in  the  faith  and  cordial  in  friend¬ 
ship,  and  the  means  of  supportsuch  as  the 
station  and  necessities  of  a  minister  of 
Christ  require.  There  is  something  aw¬ 
fully  appalling  in  the  reflection,  that  a  wil¬ 
derness,  once  made  to  bud  and  blossom  as 
the  rose,  should  be  again  overrun  with 
the  wild  brier  and  the  thorn.  Brother 
Skinner,  these  things  ought  not  to  be;  and 
may  I  rely  upon  this  one  favor,  that  in  all 
your  numerous  private  communications, 
you  will  bear  our  request  to  our  friends,  if 
< here  be  the  least.prospect  of  calling  hith¬ 


er  the  attention  of  some  young  Apollus  ? 
I  know  you  will  delight  in  rendering  to 
us  this  service,  and  thereby  be  ipstrument- 
al  of  giving  the  bread  of  life  to  thousands, 
and  light  to  the  blind.  Should  it  be  con¬ 
venient,  write  me  by  the  bearer  of  this, 
my  neighbor  Catlin  ;  if  net,  soon  as  cir¬ 
cumstances  may  permit. 

In  much  baste,  1  remain  yours,  &c. 
BARZILLAI  STREETER. 
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And  he  shall  send  Jesus  Christ,  which 
before  was  preached  unto  you ;  whom  the 
heavens  must  receive  .pntil  the  times  of 
restitution  of  all  things,  which  God  hath 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  ail  his  holy  prophets 
since  the  world  began. — Acts,  iii.  20,  21. 
God  hath  abounded  toward  us  in  all  wis¬ 
dom  and  pi;ud^noe  ;  having  made  known 
unto  us  the  mystery  of  his  will,  according 
to  his  good  pleasure,  which  he  hath  pur¬ 
posed  in  himself ;  that  in  the  dispensa¬ 
tion  of  the  fulness  of  times  he  might  gath¬ 
er  together  in  one  all  things  in  Christ, 
both  which  are  in  heaven  and  which  are 
on  earth,  even  in  him  :  in  whom  we  have 
obtained  an  inheritance  being  predestina¬ 
ted  according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who 
worketh  all  things  after  the  council  of  his 
own  will. — Eph.  i.  8 — 11.  God  will  have 
all  men  to  be  saved  and  come  unto  the 
knowledge  of  the  troth. — I.  Tim.  ii.  4. — 
This  is  the  will  and  council  of  that  God 
who  doeth  according  to  his  will  in  the  ar¬ 
mies  of  heaven  and  among  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  ;  and  none  can  stay  his  hand, 
or  say  unto  him.  What  doest  thou  ? — Dan. 
iv.  35.  He  hath  sworn  by  himself ;  the 
I  word  is  gone  out  of  his  mouth  in  righteous¬ 
ness,  and  shall  not  return  ;  that  unto  him 
every  knee  shall  bow  and  every  tongue 
shall  swear ;  surely  shall  say.  In  the  Lord 
have  I  righteousness  and  strength. — Isa. 
xlv.  23,  24.  The  council  of  God  shall 
stand,  and  he  will  do  all  his  pleasure,  all 
the  opposition  of  wicked  men  and  devils 
to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding.  Fur  be 
is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie,  nor  the 
son  of  man  that  he  should  repent.  Hath 
he  said  it,  and  will  be  not  do  it  ?  Hath 
he  spoken,  and  will  he  not  make  it  good.’ — 
Num.  xxiii.  19. 

Now.  if  God  will  have  all  men  to  be 
saved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth — if  it  is  his  good  pleasure  which  he 
hath  purposed  in  himself,  in  the  despensa- 
tion  of  the  fulness  of  times,  to  gather  or  re¬ 
head  all  things  in  Christ — if  he  hath  sworn 
that  unto  him  every  knee  shall  bow  and 
I  every  tongue  swear — and  if  he  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will, 
and  is  determined  to  perform  all  his  pleas- : 
ure — which  he  is  abundantly  able  to  do, 
for  with  him  nothing  is  impossible  which 


he  desires — if,  I  say,  all  these  things  are 
so,  then,  I  ask,  is  not  the  doctrine  of  the 
Restoration  true  God’s  mercy  endures 
forever — He  will  not  contend  forever,  nei¬ 
ther  will  he  be  always  wroth ;  for  the 
spirits  should  fail  before  him  and  the  souls 
which  he  has  made. — Isa.  Iviu  16.  Those 
who  venture  to  contradict  their  Maker,  & 
say  he  will  be  always  wroth,  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  able  to  give  as  good  a  reason 
why  he  will,  as  he  has  why  be  will  not. 

For  one,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  constrained 
to  believe  that  Christ  was  sent  to  be  thc 
Saviour  of  the  world — not  npart  of  a  Sav¬ 
iour  of  the  world,  nor  a  Saviour  of  npeut 
of  the  world — that  for  this  purpose  power 
was  given  him  overall  flesh  that  he  might 
give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  the  Father 
had  given  hhn,  (John,  xvii.  2)  and  that  all 
that  the  Father  gave  him-— which  were  all 
things,  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance  and 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pos¬ 
session — shall  come  to  him  in  such  a  man-^ 
ner  as  not  to  be  cast  out.— John,  vi.  37. 

W.  M.  A. 

Frederickstbwn,  OAIo,  1829. 


JevBiih  Lena. — The  Orthodox  are  desirod^ 
that  Congrets  should  pass  the  following  clause  U' 
the  4th  (Jommaodment  into  the  law  of  thelaod  , 
''The  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  ;  on  it  tboo  shalt  not  do  any  work,’’&c. 
VTe  recommend,  if  Congress  ever  undertake 
this,  they  will  commence  with  the  preceding 
clause,  as  follows ;  "Sir  days  thalt  thou  labour.*’ 
This  would  effectually  pot  a  stop  to  the  idleness 
of  many  Missionary  b4^ars,  who  are  prowling 
round  the  country  seeking  their  prey,  and  to  the 
habits  of  those  who  spend  half  their  time  in  at¬ 
tending  Conference  Meetings,  Class  Meetings, 
Inquiry  Meetings,  Whispering  Meeting^,  etc. 


"TRACTS  BLESSED.” 

There  is  nothing  more  sickening  than  the  ac- 
counts  published  by  the  Tract  Societies  concerc 
mg  the  successes  w  hich  have  attended  the  cir¬ 
culation  of  Tracts.  One  person  was  converted 
by  the  Tract  entitled  "The  well  conducted 
Farm” — another  by  the  “Swearer’s  Prayer” — 
a  ttiird  by  the  "Rewards  of  Drunkeness” — a 
fourth  by  a  "Time  to  Dance” — a  fifth  by  "Tl»e 
young  Cottager* — a  sixth  by  "The  way  to  be 
saved” — a  seventh  by  “Sin  no  trifle,”  &c.  &c. 
tVe  rqad  of  none  being  converted  by  reading 
the  Bible,  nor  by  a  diligent  and  serious  searcii 
after  truth.  What  person  of  good  sense  ever 
sat  down  to  examine  the  scriptures  for  their  true 
sense,  with  good  helps  to  a  right  understanding 
of  them,  and  arose  with  an  impression  that  the 
doctrines  of  orthodoxy  are  therein  inculcated  f 
It  is  not  tlie  Bibl^f,  it  is  not  Christian  honesty,  it 
is  not  free  and  unbiased  inquiry,  but  it  is  Tracts, 
Tracts,  Sunday  Schools,  EducatioU  Societies, 
rt  cetera,  on  which  the  orthodox  depend  to 
build  up  their  system.  The  end  is  worthy  of  the 
means. — Trumpet  and  U.  Mag, 


AS  IT  SHOULD  BE. 

Col.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  is  again  elected 
to  Congress,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  made 
by  those  in  favor  of  stopping  the  mail  on  Sna- 
day  to  prevent  it. 


[From  tM  Boston  Bulletin.] 

What  it  life  1  a  bubble  vain  ! 

Ab  interval  of  toil  and  pain, 

A  period  spent  in  sullen  doom, 

Betwiat  the  cradle  and  tne  ti  mb — _ 

Whole  years  of  woe  with  hours  of  joj-, 

That  oiuy  lighten  to  decoy 
The  spirit  into  keener  grief. 

And  mock  us  when  we  seek  relief, 

A  season  spent  in  anxious  strife 
With  all  the  world — and  this  is  life  ! 

But  what  is  life  1  it  is  to  see 
Around  us  scenes  of  misery — 

It  is  to  see  the  fading  cheek 
That  suffers  though  it  eannot  speak, 

It  is  to  see  the  dim  eye  close 

On  friends  that  press  around  ;  while  flows 

The  bitter  tear  for  Consort  lost 

When  Death  affection’s  path  hath  cross’d— 

It  is  to  sec  each  promise  rife 

With  all  the  world — and  this  is  life. 

Then  what  is  life,  that  we  should  cling 
With  so  much  fondness  to  a  thing 
That  yield  •  not  happiness— we  know 
Full  well,  and  sadly,  that  the  glow 
Of  joy,  but  glimmers  in  oar  sues 
A  moment,  e’er  it  fades  and  dies — 

Our  sun  sets  darkly,  and  the  cloud 
Of  gloom,  our  fondest  hopes  enshronJ— 
We  linger  here,  then  yield  our  breath  ; 
And  all  is  still — and  this  is  death. 


_ OBITUARY _ 

DIED. 

In  Livle,  Broome  Co.  N.  Y.  on  tbe  lOtb  of 
July,  Clarissa  IIinhan,  daughter  of  Miles 
IliDinan,  in  tbe  15th  year  of  her  age. 

When  we  behold  in  smiling  bloom. 

The  lovely  yonth  called  to  the  tomb, 

It  611s  the  mind  with  sorrow's  gloom, 

To  see  the  fair  flower  withered  ! 

But  oh,  the  pangs  that  rend  the  heart, 

When  death  attacks  with  fatal  dart, 


Universalist  will  fail  in  the  hour  of  death.”  Thus  • 
in  the  triumplis  of  faith  be  fell  asleep  in  tbe  arms 
of  his  Redeemer,  without  a  atruggle  or  a  groan. 
“Oh  who  could  gaze  with  he^less  eye,  i 

On  a  scene  so  fair  as  this ! 

I  WIk)  but  exclaims,  ‘So  let  me  die, 

!  And  be  my  end  like  his !’” 
j  Agreeably  to  (he  request  of  Mr.  H.  the  fiine 
i  ral  services  were  attended  by  Rev.  N.  Doolittle 
j  of  Berkshire,  and  tbe  largeness  of  the  congrega- 
j  tion  who  assembled,  evidenced  that  a  worthy 
I  and  valued  member  of  society  had  been  remo- 
i  ved.  The  numerous  circle  of  relations  who  are 


Some  much-loved  friend, — and  we  most  part !!  called  to  mourn  on  this  occasion,  are  invited  to 


Ob !  then,  bow  keen  our  anguish  ! 

For,  can  we  worse  aflliction  prove, 

Than  when  death  conquers  those  we  love, 
And,  in  appearance,  doth  remove 
Our  friends  forever  from  us  ? 

But  hark !  the  gospel  strikes  our  ears. 
And  calms  our  griefs,  and  dries  our  tears, 
And  our  dejected  spirits  cheers 
With  glad,  with  joyful  tidings. 


seek  (he  balm  of  consolation  for  their  wounded 
I  hearts,  in  that  gospel,  the  belief  of  which  admin- 
1  istered  so  much  comfort  to  their  departed  friend. 

I  Atsocialion. — A  new  association  of  Uni- 

I  versalists,  embracing  tbe  counties  of  Windsor 
i  and  Bulland,  has  recently  been  organized  in 
i  Vermont,  entitled  the  Green  Mountain  Assotia- 
I  tion  of  Unioersaliats.  Its  flrst  session,  or  organ¬ 
ization,  was  at  Woodstock,  on  the  lOlh  and  ilOth 
of  August.  Public  services  were  attended  both 
days ;  and  the  following  ministering  brethren 
were  prescut  and  took  parts  in  the  services,  viz : 
R.  Streeter,  W.  Skinner,  J,  Ward,  J.  E.  Palm- 


We  linger  here,  then  yield  our  breath  ;  U  ..Q  mourning  sonsofmen  !  7  auenaeo  oom 

And  aU  u  still-and  thi.  is  death.  Though  now  a  while  death  seem  to  reign,  following  ministering  brethren 

'  Yet  God  will  raise  mankind  again  were  prescut  and  took  parts  in  the  services,  viz : 

Tbe  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  friend  To  life  and  joys  immortal.”  R.  Streeter,  W.  Skinner,  J,  Ward,  J.  E.  Palm- 

in  Chardon,  Ohio,  is  worthy  of  the  serious  con  Jn  Lisle,  Broome  Co.  N.  Y.,  on  tlie  9lh  of  *  J*  More,  W.  Bell,  W.  S.  Balch,  T.  Brown- 

siJeration  of  all  our  readers.  We  have  seen  August,  Mr.  Miles  IIinman,  aged  53.  The  I  ing,  and  F.  C.  Swain.  An  excellent  circular 
the  pamphlet  alluded  to,  and  should  bavenoti-  disease  tv  hich  terminated  his  mortal  existence,  from  Br.  Bell  accompanies  the  minutes  in  tbe 
ced  it,  but  for  the  limited  space  in  our  columns  ®  shTfor“fbJJrfrr‘'yew^^^^^  “Watchman  and  Christian  Repository.”  Ad- 

and  the  multitude  and  variety  of  other  topics  to  his  own  personal  sufiVrings,  witnessed  during  jeuteeJ  to  meet  at  Barnard,  Vt.  on  the  flrst 
and  matter  constantly  pressing  upon  our  notice,  that  period,  the  death  of  three  beloved  daugh-  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  June,  1030.  » 

The  pamphlet  consists  principally  of  evasion,  ters.  Yet  lie  bore  these  afflictions  with  much  ■  -  .  — ...  . 

and  misrepresentaUon,  abuse  and  sarcasm,  on  P^ienco  and  r^ignati^,  professing  to  view  NOTICE. 

,,  . tlion  as  the  well-intended  chaslistments of  our  The  Genesee  Association  of  U.mvfrsv- 

Johnson  s  Report,  and  the  Msumption  of  certain  i,eavenly  Father,  and  often  expressing  tlie  most  lists  will  be  holden  at  Lerov,  Genesee  Co.  on 
fundamentals  without  foundation.  It  is  indeed  fervent  desire  not  to  repine  at  what  Infinite  wis-  the  fourth  Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  Seplcrn- 
a  fair  warning  to  us  and  all  friends  of  liberty  to  dom  and  gfoodoess  might  see  fit  to  put  upon  him.  her  inst. 

he  on  our  guard,  and  not  to  sleep  le;i^e  enemy  During  the  last  eighteen  months  of  his  continu-  The  Cayuga  Association  will  be  holden  at 
?  •  ,1  *•  w  ance,  he  was  mostly  confined  to  the  house,  and  a„i,„,„  r  u  • 

sow  tares  in  the  field  iii  the  mean  time.  We  all  expectations  of  bis  recovery  were  generally  ^ 

believe  that  the  Presbyterians  are  about  making  relinquished.  But  though  his  body  was  now 

a  still  more  desperate  attempt  and  assault  on  our  evidently  wasting  away,  his  mind  continued  TTlVIVli'RCAT  fCT 

liberties  than  they  have  ever  vet  made.  The  To  him  the  pr^pect  of  death  present-  ,  .  „  DDUKS 

•  ed  notbiQg  alarming.  Possessing  a  lively  faiUi '  Skinner  at  hts  residence  on  Bur 

folloiriog  IS  the  extract gospel  which  reveals  ‘"life  and  immort^-  .  street. 

•‘I  must  beg  your  further  indulgence  when  I  ity”  as  the  ioberiiance  designed  by  the  God  of  D*'’***®  goodness, 

call  your  attention  to  a  series  of  Nos.  first  pub-  loveforall  his  intelligent  ofTsprieg,  he  was  not  of  HawesMOLetleis  against  Lniversa 

lislied  in  the  JV*.  Y.  Journal  of  Commercty  and  unlj- enabled  to  view  death  with  the  utmost  (ran-  ww”?™*  i  r  Canfi^d. 

since  republished  in  ■pamphlet  form  in  your  vll-  quilily,  and  to  converse  with  the  most  perfect  Hudson  s  Letters  to  Ballou, 

lage.  under  the  title  of  “The  logic  and  law  of  calmness  upon  his  approaching  dissolution,  but  R*tjfuurs  Essays  and  reply  to  Hudson. 

Col.  Johnson’s  Report  to  the  Senate  on  Sabbath  j  he  even  seemed  to  long  with  ardour  for  its  arri-  R^'fuur’s  2d  Inquiry. 

Mails,”  \»hicb  probably  you  have  seen,  but  val,  and  to  hail  its  near  approach  with  joyful  ex- 1 

which  in  the  multiplicity  of  business  may  have  ultation.  And  though  with  such  feelings,  it  was  Dh®*  Evangelical  Magazine  yols  1st  k,  2d. 
escaped  particular  notice.  It  is  highly  colour-  his  lot  to  “linger  around  tliese  mortal  shores’’  Browu  *  Ilrstory  of  Universalism. 

©d,  and  artfully  drawn,  on  a  specious  mode  of  contiderably  lunger  than  had  been  anticipated;  Bbuou^s  Ancient  History  of  Universalism. 

reasoning,  on  nssumerf  premises,  as  usual,  with-  never  was  he  heard  to  utter  a  murmur  or  un.  *  Treaties  on  Ato^ment. 

out  foundation  in  fact,  and  might  easily  be  dis-  due  coiiiplaiot.  In  a  conversation  with  the  wri-  R®poi'ts  of^^Trials  kc.  in  New  York. 

sected  and  refuted,  if  people’s  minds  had  never  ter  of  this  article,  a  few  weeks  previous  to  bis  s  ^rmon  at  Ordinatiou  of  T.  Fisk 

been  spoiled,  or  at  least  prepossessed  byanei-  departure,  after  remarking  that  in  his  present  1  t..  .  .. 

roneous  education.  However,  they  give  us  fair  situation  it  seemed  to  him  that  to  die  would  be  Wickw  The  Rich  Man  lu 

warning  this  time,  when  they  say  “I/ie  matter  a  blessing,  he  added,  “yet  I  do  not  want  to  bur-  p®**'  *  variety  of  other  dermons  and 

•uhnuUed  will  know  no  termination  but  success.'^  ry  my  heavcnlv  Father — He  knows  perfectly  ”®™P"‘®"- 

tto  it  seems  Congress  are  to  be  besieged  with  well  haw  long'it  is  best  for  me  to  remain  here 

petitions,  ad  mfnit^,  until  they  comply—  -and  though  I  think  I  could  rejoice  to  meet  oth^siurS^^It 

Would  It  not  be  well  to  put  the  public  on  their  death,  yet  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  impatient,  but  i„  advance  or  within  three  month*  from  the 
guard,  that  they  may  not  be  again  deceived,  and  be  willing  to  wait  my  Father’s  time.”  In  this  time  of  subscribing.  Village  subscribers,  papers  per 
that  we  may  meet  them  fairly  in  tbe  field,  and  happy  frame  of  mind  he  continued  to  the  last,  Carrier,  25  cent*  more  than  the  above  pnec.  Com- 
lengthen  out  the  lease  of  our  liberties  a  little  furnishing  to  ail  beholders  a  briglit  example  of 

furttier.-Tbis  I  think  should  be  done  in  eve-  Christian  patience,  a  striking  illustration  of  the  letter.  &c.  to  the  Editor  mutt 

ry  pamphlet  and  Newspaper  whose  Editor  has  value  of  true  religion,  and  an  ampio  lefutation  D01<PHUS  SKINNER 

the  courage  to  be  honest  ”  E,  P.  jr.  jof  tbe  so  oft  repeated  sl'uodcr,  “The  hope  ofa  ,  epitoraxp  rKoriusTpii- 


I 


